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We love to sing Christmas hymns 

and carols, so it is difficult to wait. 

“Wait for the Lord” we sing as our 

Gospel Acclamation during Advent, 

as we anticipate together “Silent 

Night, Holy Night” and “Joy to the 

World!” For this reason, I find it 

helpful that we are beginning the 

year of Luke. For Luke’s gospel be-

gins with song—four songs to be ex-

act—four great canticles for Chris-

tian worship: the Song of Zachariah, 

used in morning prayer (Luke 1:68-

79), the Song of Mary, sung in eve-

ning prayer (Luke 1:46-55), the Song 

of Simeon, sung at night prayer and 

to end the liturgy (Luke 2:29-32), and 

the Song of the Angels, sung as a 

canticle of praise in our liturgy, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and peace among those whom he 

favors!” (Luke 2:14). Please take a 

moment to read these passages or 

sing them if you’d like. These are the 

songs that begin Advent, another 

year of singing together. 

 

In mid-November, Messiah hosted 

the clergy of the North Conference 

of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

of the ELCA. Before and after Holy 

Communion, Pastor Ben and Dale, 

our youth music director, invited us 

to gather around the altar in a circle 

to sing. The songs were simple so we 

could look at one another. For this 

reason, there was interaction; foot 

tapping, clapping, volume variations, 

and harmony. I was even singing 

since there were enough strong 

voices nearby to cover mine up. This 

was a different kind of joyful, un-

troubled, uninhibited singing to-

gether, and it made me think of all 

the ways we sing together and of all 

of the stories we tell together in 

song. In “Sundays and Seasons,” our 

ELCA worship resource, we find 

these words, “Remember, when we 

sing together, we breathe together,” 

and I would add, when we sing to-

gether we live together, remember 

together, are called together, some-

times struggle together, hope to-

gether, both lament and praise to-

gether and together our voices offer 

a message that many times can only 

be sung! 

 

And so as we sing this Advent, look 

around. We are singing together. 

And close your eyes. Imagine the 

choir we are a part of as we sing 

with Zachariah, Mary, Simeon, and 

the Angels who are in heaven—

“Glory to God in the highest!”   

 

Love and Blessings to all of you. 

I’ll be listening for your voices. 

Pastor Dawn 

Singing This Christmas 
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Generosity Team 

Dave Jarcek,  719-2865 

This Is My Church 

Merry Christmas! I’m hoping this edition of the Voice 

reaches your mailbox before December 1 and 2. This is 

the Consecration Weekend where we will all come to-

gether before God’s altar and pledge our time, talent, 

and treasures for the upcoming year. Please take some 

time out of your busy holiday schedule and pray about 

how you see yourself or your family committing your 

resources to further the ministries at our church, Mes-

siah Lutheran. No gifts are too small! If you find your-

self out of town, lost your card, or simply forgot, drop 

it in the mail or in the offering plate next time you are 

in church. Thank you for your commitment to Messiah. 

 

Also know that if you still need to catch up on your 

giving for 2012, it is possible to make an online contri-

bution or sign up for Simply Giving by going to our 

website, clicking on the $ sign in the lower left corner 

and following the instructions (http://www.messiah-

wauconda.org/). 

As I do every year, I like 

to remind people that the 

holiday season can be one 

of the most stressful 

times of the year in our 

lives. When you are run-

ning around trying to find 

that perfect gift for your 

kids or family members 

… pause … sometimes 

the perfect gift is the gift 

of you!   

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

me.  

 

God bless and Merry Christmas! 

Dave 

 

Steve Snow reported there was a $1,500 expense for 

radiator repairs for the PAD’s bus. Steve reported we 

might end the year about $13,000 under budget due to 

reduced spending this year.  

It is the 25th Anniversary of the ELCA. 

Jason reported that the October events brought over 

$6,000 for Messiah. The Pumpkin Patch was a huge 

success.  

We are looking for a replacement for Barb Henkel to 

take over as the Voice editor. Barb would like to step 

down end of the year.  

There was a new member class in October,. The fall 

sermon series on “This Is My Church” continues.  

There were 143 people who participated in the vision-

ing event.  

The stewardship program will begin November 10-11 

with Consecration Sunday December 2.  

Pastor Ben’s installation will be November 18, with 

Bishop Miller preaching and a potluck following.  

 

Mutual ministry met with the Human Sexuality Forum 

Team and decided to perform a pulse survey of the 

congregation regarding the proposed resolution.  

There will be a town hall meeting November 11 after 

all three services.  

Messiah will be offering “Don’t Cook with Candy” din-

ner the Wednesday before Thanksgiving to families in 

need in the community. There will be an Advent Tea 

Saturday December 1. 

The two roofs have been repaired. Plans are that the 

furnace will be repaired over the holiday break.  

Kid’s Club requested a key pad on the inside of the 

vestibule wall for access by parents. The cost will be 

approximately $650.  

Next council meeting will be Tuesday December 4, at 

7pm.  

 

 

 Council Highlights 

Nancy Karnatz, 526-2055 
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Messiah Grief Group 

 

Three women from Messiah have recently been certi-

fied as grief facilitators. We will begin a grief group on 

Sunday, January 6, 2013 in the Luther Center from 

12:30 to 2pm. 

 

On Sunday, December 16, 2012 we will host a  “Coffee 

and” at noon in the Luther Center for you to come and 

ask questions, talk to us about the group and have a 

snack. The Messiah women who took this course are 

Grace Jorgensen, Cheryl Batchelor and Pat Neeland. 

These women have been certified by Good Shepherd 

Hospital. Our hope for you is to know that we are here 

to help you heal. Please know you are not alone, and 

believe that God can help us for we all live in hope. 

The materials that we will be using have been assem-

bled and written by pastors, social workers and hos-

pice. If you have a need to talk to someone before De-

cember 6, you may call one of the three of us. Grace at 

526-4306, Cheryl at 526-1708 or Pat at 526-7409. We 

understand that the holidays can be a very difficult 

time for you to get through, and we will be happy to 

help. 

Annual Meeting 

 

The annual meeting of our congregation will be held 

on Sunday, January 27 following the 10:30am wor-

ship service. Please plan to attend. 

 

Good Samaritan 

Jo Ann Isleb, 540 0835 

 

He defended the cause of the poor and needy. Jeremiah 22:16 

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoeboxes 

We were able to send 108 Op-

eration Christmas Child shoe-

boxes to Samaritan’s Purse 

this year. The mission of Op-

eration Christmas Child is to 

demonstrate God's love in a 

tangible way to needy children 

around the world and, to-

gether with the local church worldwide, to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. With your generosity, our 

congregation was able to support in this mission. 

 

Food Pantry 

The Wauconda/Island Lake 

Food Pantry served an aver-

age of 253 families and 730 

individuals each month dur-

ing the last 12 months. This 

shows the need that our 

food pantry fills in our com-

munity. Donations have 

been low during the last 

month. Please continue to 

bring your contributions of 

nonperishable foods. You can place them in the bins in 

the Gathering Place or near the mailboxes by the office. 

You can also make a monetary donation directly to the 

food pantry. These funds are used to buy perishable 

items such as milk, eggs, meat and cheese. You can 

also send a check to the Wauconda/Island Lake Food 

Pantry, 505 Bonner Road, Wauconda, IL  60084. 

 

 

 

 

 

Love INC in Wauconda is in need of beds, dressers, so-

fas, love seats, upholstered chairs and tables and 

chairs. If you have any of these items to donate, call 

Jeanne McGowan at 469-8835 x 115. They are also in 

need of people to pick up and deliver this furniture. If 

you would like to know more about Love INC, visit 

their website at loveincsouthwest.org. 

Vision 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in “This Is 

My Church”— Messiah's all-congregation visioning 

event.  Please keep Messiah's council, ministry di-

rectors, and long-range planning team in your 

prayers as we work on a vision document to present 

at the annual meeting of our congregation in Janu-

ary.  If you have any questions or further input, 

contact a long-range planning team member: Pas-

tors Dawn and Ben, Joyce Mandel, Kari Roehr, Karen 

Logan, Tom Meyer or Roger Kroes. 
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Children’s Ministry 

Rachael Jorgensen, 814-2560 and Tracy Meyer, 540-9223 

On October 21 the kids enjoyed a pj  party where 

they watched a movie and ate popcorn. They also 

made placemats for the PADS Thanksgiving dinner. 

We also accepted PADS donations November 11–18. 

Thank you for all of the donations. A special thank 

you to Candy Leonard for all of her PADS work and 

letting the Sunday School program be involved. 

 

The Christmas pageant, Starry Night, Noisy Night, 

will take place on December 9. Thank you to all of 

those that are participating and helping make the 

pageant a success. A big thank you to Jason Miller, 

Joe Kabrin, Sue Shepherd, Karen Logan, Naomi 

Haremza, Dino Mazzetti, and Mario Mazzetti for all 

their work this year. 

 

There is no Sunday School on December 23

 

and De-

cember 30. Classes will resume January 6. We will be 

starting to learn New Testament stories: The House 

on the Rock, A Storm, The Sower, The Lord’s Prayer 

and Walking on Water. 

 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! See 

you in 2013. 

  

Acolytes at Messiah 

 

Thank you to Noelle Duym who will begin scheduling 

acolytes this month. If you would like to be included 

on the schedule (this is for kids 3rd grade and up), 

please contact Noelle at theduyms@aol. com. Also, if 

your child has not yet received training, the next 

training session will be held on Saturday, January 5 

from 11am until 12:30pm in the Sanctuary. 

Hope everyone had a happy Thanksgiving filled 

with favorites … food/friends/fellowship and 

fond memories. By the time you read this, Pastor 

Ben's installation services and potluck lunch re-

ception will also be fond memories. What a won-

derful event to celebrate, and many thanks to all 

the fine folks who helped in ways both great and 

small. There is always room for you to be part of 

the fun, whatever your area of “expertise” may be. 

(I happen to be an “expert” in dishwashing!) Come 

join us … in decorating the church for the Christ-

mas season or for the Advent Tea or for the up-

coming and highly anticipated Childrens’ Christ-

mas play (see the weekly bulletin for dates/times). 

During this busy season, may you be refreshed 

and renewed in the knowledge that your place at 

the hospitality table will always be set and warmly 

awaiting your arrival. 

 

May God bless you and show you favor.  

Cindy Mazzetti, 540-6674 

Hospitality Ministry 

Advent Open Parsonage 

On Sunday, December 2, stop by the parsonage be-

tween 4 and 6pm for warm drinks, seasonal treats, 

and some social time with Pastor Ben's family. 

Come as you are, but be prepared: everyone will be 

required to wear a name tag so Kerry can learn 

names!  

Open Volunteer Positions 

 

We are looking for a few good people to fill some 

key volunteer roles in our church. If you are inter-

ested in helping, we are currently looking to fill the 

Voice editor position, Hospitality Ministry leader, 

and Discipleship Ministry leader. If you would like 

more information or are interested in one of these 

positions, please contact Jason Miller at 526-7161.  
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Pathway 

We just had our first worship with Pathway. Thank you 

to all those who came to enjoy our student created and 

inspired worship. The Pathway groups would also like 

to thank everyone that helped with donations for the 

Thanksgiving baskets. They were assembled and deliv-

ered with love. 

 

Important Pathway Dates:  

Wednesday, December 19—no Pathway—Merry 

Christmas! 

Wednesday, December 26—no Pathway—Merry 

Christmas! 

     Wednesday, January 2—Pathway resumes 

  

Youth Group 

Youth Group (formerly REFUGE) has begun meeting 

and is open to all high school and college students. We 

meet and attend the 9am worship service. After the 

service, we will travel to the Rock (around 10:30) and 

meet until 11:30.  

 

December Dates 

  2 – NOOMA lesson - Flame 

  9 – NOOMA lesson - Kickball 

15 – Feed My Starving Children - limited spots 

 available 

23 – No Youth Group - Christmas break 

30   No Youth Group - Christmas break 

Mission Trip  

The mission trip in the summer of 2013 will be to St. 

Louis, Missouri. If you were unable to attend the infor-

mation meeting but are interested in the trip, please let 

me know and I can get you the needed information. 

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. Let your glory be 

over all the earth. Psalm 57:11 

 

Kim 

 

Youth News 

Kim Kroes, 224-639-2350 

Hi! My name is Karl Kraus, and I am a senior at Univer-

sity of Illinois at Chicago. I am a finance major and 

hope to work for either a bank in the city or the Chi-

cago Bears. 

 

At Messiah, I was a FINK for Pathway in 

high school, and I went on a mission 

trip to Minneapolis, MN. The retreat to 

Phantom Ranch in 8th grade was by far 

my most memorable memory from 

Messiah. Religion has not only intro-

duced me to a lot of friends, but it has 

given me a strong moral compass to 

which I try to live my life.� 

In my free time, I enjoy reading, watching movies and 

longboarding. 

 

My favorite book is 1984 by George Orwell, and my 

favorite movie is Gladiator. Some of my heroes are 

Thomas Jefferson, Jonas Salk, Mark Twain, 

Charlie Chaplin, and Adam Smith. For the 

past two summers I did an internship with 

the Chicago Bears working in the office for 

training camp. 

 

 

 

 

College Student Spotlight - Karl Kraus 

“The value of a man cannot be determined by how he acts when times are good, but how he perseveres when 

times are bad”—Karl Kraus 
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Deborah Circle 

 

Deborah Circle will meet Wednes-

day, December 19 at 9:30am at 

Judy Snow's house, 116 Stone 

Marsh Lane, North Barrington, 

(526-6880). We will be doing the 

first lesson in our new book, When 

the Game is Over, It All Goes Back 

in the Box  by John Ortberg. All 

women are welcome. 

 

                Judy Snow, 526-6880 

Special Thanks 

 

Thank you, thank you to the kind and wonderful per-

son who returned my wallet. 

 

Jeannine Nelson, 526-6217 

Chili Cookoff   

 

The winners of the Chili Cookoff held on October 

28 were: 

First place—Vegetarian, Noelle Duym.  

There was fierce competition in the regular 

chili category, but the winner was Marcia 

McWilliams, and second place went to 

Marilynn Adams. Hurray!   

 

Thanks to all who participated in the judging. A 

special thanks to all the other chili makers who 

cooked up some awesome entries:  Jason Miller, 

Grace Jorgenson, Sue Shepherd, John Duym, 

Karen Logan, Pastor Ben, Kyra Shepherd and 

Cindy Mazzetti. The cookoff was a success as 50 

judging kits were prepared in advance, and we ran 

out and had to improvise. Thanks to the Domino 

group for putting together the kits, to Ruth Franz 

and Marion Denny who helped set up, Dan Day 

and Karen Logan, who volunteered, Phyllis 

Meagher, who always helps clean up, Sue Shep-

herd for the cornbread muffins and donations of 

baked potatoes, cheese and Fritos. Thanks to the 

5K sponsors for supporting the Chili Cookoff and 

a special thanks to Hayden Willoughby's family 

for the decorations and desserts. We raised $280 

for the Family Assistance Fund and had a great 

time. See you at next year’s cookoff.  

 

Sally Lubeno, 526-6507 

Sam 

Hi Folks, 

 

It's Sam the churchmouse here 

with the news. The mailbox and 

email has been very empty 

lately. Please don't forget about 

me. 

 

I did hear that some of Ginny 

Breecher's original oil paint-

ings are on display at the Egg 

Harbor Restaurant, 210 S. 

Cook Street in Barrington. If 

you can, stop in to see them. 

Until next time … Sam  

Small Groups  

 

We are looking for volunteers to help with Messiah's 

connection small group ministry. The visioning event 

revealed that many in our church feel that connection 

is important. Help us develop a program to lead our 

church in connecting through small groups. Contact 

Karen Logan at 526-5845 if you are interested in help-

ing.   

Pumpkin Patch 

 

Messiah's Pumpkin Patch was a tremendous success 

for our first year. We had over 1,600 visitors purchase 

around 1,200 pumpkins, 250 volunteers helped out in 

many ways and in may different types of weather, and 

we profited over $4,000. Thank you to everyone that 

helped. I couldn't have done it with-

out you. If you have any ideas for 

next year or would like to help, 

please contact me. 

 

Jason Miller at 526-7161.  
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December is a joyful month for us here at the pre-

school. We celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, and the children will be hearing stories of His 

birth and making gifts to share with our families. They 

will also be having their Christmas celebrations in their 

classrooms. On Saturday, December 15 please join us 

for a holiday movie and cookies with Santa at our fam-

ily event. Watch for more information about this fun- 

filled event.  

November was a busy month for the preschool. Our 

teachers were busy meeting with the parents for their 

parent teacher conferences, and our preschool and kin-

dergarten registration went smoothly. We had a huge 

success with our Scholastic Book Fair along with a fun-

filled night at our family literacy event. The students 

especially enjoyed their Thanksgiving celebrations by 

sharing their snack time with another classroom.  

We held our first Kindergarten Information Coffee in 

November. Individuals had the opportunity to meet 

with Messiah Lutheran’s kindergarten teachers to hear 

about our curriculum along with hearing from parents 

of our kindergarten graduates. If you were unable to 

attend, please arrange a time to meet with our director 

and learn more about our exciting kindergarten offer-

ings. 

The extended care program enjoyed three fun field 

trips in the month of November. They went to the En-

chanted Castle, Rainforest Café & Serpent Safari and 

finished off their month with a trip to Epic Trampoline. 

We are offering fun and exciting field trip events dur-

ing Christmas break if you need extra care for your 

children. For more information, please contact Lynn at 

the preschool office at 526-7479.  

On behalf of the preschool, we would like to wish you 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  We are 

truly blessed to have so many wonderful families and 

children here at our preschool. May we all take the 

time this holiday season to celebrate the birth of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Kindergarten (MLPK) 

Lynda Janezic, Director, 526-7479 
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Haley, Nicole 1 

Kasula, Steffan 1 

Meyers, David 1 

Fehsenfeld, Michelle 2 

Felderman, Will 2 

Mandel, Lucas 2 

Meese, James Jr. 2 

Cazares, Julian 3 

Drobnik, Justin 3 

Engelbrecht, Lyric 3 

Nick, Eddy 3 

Blair, Jay 4 

Boelke, Dean 4 

Fosbinder, Christ 4 

Murphy, Pete 4 

Rueb, Charlie 4 

Gomez, Maximus 5 

Harding, Rick 5 

Kleiner, Tessa 5 

Norris, Bill 5 

Pugesek, Erik 5 

Wylie, Stephanie 5 

Duff, Callum 6 

Jones, Linkoln 6 

Kelderhouse, Paul 6 

Krause, Mick 6 

Little, William VI 6 

Maki, Wendy 6 

Mathiesen, Alex 6 

Olson, Chris 6 

Ahlgren, Lance 7 

Jones, Stacy 7 

Schuhknecht, Kevin 7 

Frey, Hunter 8 

Myers, Grant 8 

Myers, James 8 

Myers, Olivia 8 

Myers, Reagan 8 

Rasmussen, Erik 8 

Robinson, Amy Jo 8 

Stapleton, Jonathan 8 

Crispe, Amy 9 

Gareiss, Chaundre 9 

Holden, Linda 10 

Nebert, Melana 10 

Pakaski, Matthew 10 

Scott, Sydney 10 

Danner, Thomas 11 

Kristof, Jimmy 11 

Pressney, Karen 11 

Vrenios, Susan 11 

Yacono, Alexander 11 

Buesching, Danielle 12 

Burmeister, Mason 12 

Caudle, Sabrina 12 

Ciezak, Jade 12 

Wiersma, Wyatt 12 

Winters, Lois 12 

Everhart, Samantha 13 

Houston, Sarah 13 

Lewis, Andrew 13 

Lewis, Sophia 13 

Lundstedt, Lauren 13 

Moser, Matthew 13 

Becker, Jacob 14 

Cooper, Sarah 14 

Klesch, Melissa 14 

Sierocki, Ed 14 

Burch, Tim 15 

Dick, Marilyn 15 

Foley, Jim 15 

Talbot, Joyce 15 

Vrenios, Ryan 15 

Boyko, Chris 16 

Hass, Gene 16 

Heinz, Tyler 16 

Hernandez, Aryel 16 

Hunt, Jenny 16 

Jurey, Paul 16 

Kelderhouse, Lindsay 16 

Kimes, Courtney 16 

Lundgren, Abigail 16 

Milosch, Chip 16 

Rabe, Emily 16 

Hodera, Kelsey 16 

Holden, Kimberly 17 

Kasula, Alex 17 

Pakaski, Cindy 17 

Scott, Kris 17 

Tesch, Holly 17 

Thompson, Bill 17 

Wynveen, Jan 17 

Barna, Mary Ellen 18 

Charnogorsky, Jeff 18 

Gonzales, Rey 18 

Holmes, Karen 18 

Kendrick, Julie 18 

Pakaski, Bob 18 

Renalli, Julie 18 

Rinard, Sharon 18 

Anderson, Ethan 19 

Anderson, Joshua 19 

Kroes, Kimberly 19 

Brinkman, Bob 20 

Broj, Glenn 20 

Cudworth, Brandy 20 

Haske, Kriista 20 

Pickup, Katrina 20 

Prokup, Alden 20 

Wozny, Susan 20 

Epstein, Brooke 21 

Marquis, Robin 21 

Petralia, Alex 21 

Scott, James 21 

Thompson, Samantha 21 

Aigner, Allison 23 

Hartmann, Samantha 23 

Pelka, Sandra 23 

Christ, Diana 24 

Morales, Jan 24 

Stark, Joshua  24 

Hass, Dan 25 

Hazen, Maggie 25 

Jung, Connor 25 

McCann, Julia 25 

Niziolek, Violet 25 

Reutenauer, Kelsey 25 

Rudden, Catherine 25 

Pytlarz, Carol 26 

Schwarz, David 26 

Day, John 27 

Dopita, Andrew 27 

Dopita, Kerry 27 

Janezic, Steven 27 

Kerkering, Matthew 27 

Logan, Desiree 27 

Berg, Cole 28 

Graber, Tom 28 

Jones, Stacey 28 

Kidd, Garret 28 

Boyko, Tegan 29 

Neeland, Pat 29 

Peterson, Amy 29 

Wiersma, Georgia 29 

Kunath, Bryan 30 

Nick, Madisen 30 

O’Malley, Katelyn 30 

Ornig, Samantha 30 

Anderson, Brian 31 

Morrison, Dee 31 

Birthdays 

In recognition of his service to Messiah in managing 

the Pumpkin Patch fundraiser, the Joyful Outreach 

Ministry (JOM) selected Jason Miller as the founding 

member of the Loyal Order of the Pumpkin. A pin in 

the shape of a pumpkin accompanied this honor. 

An Honor 
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The Voice of Messiah 

is a monthly newsletter of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Phone: 526-7161 • fax: 526-7184 • email: messiahlutheran@messiah-wauconda.org 

Phone numbers:  

Pastor Dawn Mass, (773) 306-8133 

Associate Pastor Ben Dueholm, (773) 510-2056 

Pastor Emeritus Chuck Merkner, 526-1075    

Editor: Barb Henkel (phone & fax), 438-3655, email: barbhenk@comcast.net 

Editing by Joan Grygel, 438-7630 

Messiah’s website can be found at www.messiah-wauconda.com 

(All phone numbers used in THE VOICE are area code 847 unless listed otherwise.) 

 

Worship Services 

Christmas Schedule on Back Cover 

Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am  

Sunday School (Children and Adults), 9 and 10:30am 

 

Join in the fellowship between services! 

 

  

   

     Our Featured Advertiser: 

Country Bumpkin 

Messiah’s Family 

Through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism We Welcome … 

 

Wayden Devon James Willoughby on October 28 

Alexa Ann Pagano on November 4 

In Our Prayers … 

 

Jules Becker 

Lynn and Wayne Chmiel 

Carol Coughlin 

Kristy Disch 

Christ Fosbinder 

Sue Kasula  

Sharon Medford 

Gladys Meeske 

Dolores Tegtmeyer 

Erica Wagner 

Wedding Congratulations to: 

Dominick Kreckman and Sarah Ramirez, married in    

 Golden, Colorado on October 4 
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Return Service Requested 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Christmas Services 

Saturday, December 24 

3pm—Family Worship 

5pm—Family Worship with Holy Communion 

11pm—Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

Christmas Day, December 25, One Service—10am 


